Years 4/5/6 camp

Newsle7er
DIARY
DATES
Term 3
August
WEDNESDAY 23rd
Room 7/8 Adver ser Print
Press excursion
MONDAY 28th
The Silly Scien st - Whole
School (Hall)
Choir Rehearsals - Woodville

September
MONDAY 4th
SCHOOL CLOSURE - OHSC
available.
MONDAY 11th
Assembly - Hosted by
Room 2 in the hall at
2.30pm
THURSDAY 14th
Instrumental Music Concert
7-8pm
SATURDAY 16TH
Fes val of Music
performance
TUESDAY 26th September
Year 6/7 Canberra
excursions
PUPIL FREE DAYS
MONDAY 6th November
OSHC will be available
Ph: 8231 3100
Fax: 8231 3188
Email:
dl.1881.admin@schools.sa.
edu.au
Website:
www.sturtstcs.sa.edu.au
Parent Calendar: h7ps://
sentral.sturtstcs.sa.edu.au/

Issue 8 August 2017

Dear Parents / Caregivers
I recently had the pleasure to attend the
Year 4-6 Albury Park Camp along with
Belinda and Poh Keng. The DECD run
Albury Park Outdoor School is situated
in the Adelaide Hills. Whilst the weather
was wet and cold the students came
together to live and learn and be active.
They had a great time interacting in a
range of innovative and collaborative
activities that had them engaging in this
beautiful natural environment.
The Year 6/7 class are busily finalising
their plans for an excursion to Canberra.
Every 2 years we have been giving the
senior students the opportunity to travel
to Canberra. This will be the second
time that we have offered this
opportunity, with 40 students, teachers
and parents attending. Over the past 18
months Nick has been planning the trip
and working with the senior students to
raise money through a range of
classroom
based,
entrepreneurial
activities. Students will have the
opportunity to visit Parliament House,
Questacon and several of the National
Museums.

STEAM
As part of the DECD STEM Learning
Strategy 2017-2020 our school was
successful in applying for a specialist
grant in the area of STEAM. So what is
STEM and STEAM? Our definition of
S.T.E.A.M is an integrated approach to
teaching of the following subjects with
the difference being the inclusion of the
Arts.
S: Physical and Social SCIENCES
T: Incorporation of TECHNOLOGY
E: Principles of ENGINEERING and Design
A: English Language ARTS
M: Application of MATHEMATICS

Why is there renewed focus on these
areas?
We live in an age of global disruption
and change and it has been suggested
that many of the big issues Australian
society will face in the future will be
around science and technology, energy,
resources and climate change. As a
society we will increasingly rely on
these subjects to solve emerging
problems and develop and promote new
ideas, solutions and products through
entrepreneurial thinking. The economic
research is clear and indicates that a
large percentage of jobs in the future
will require an understanding and
integration of these skills. At Sturt Street
Community School we believe that
having our students engage in science
will encourage them to question and
inquire
into
the
world
around
them. Following
the
Australian
Curriculum, we offer a science-wide

Albury Camp
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL con+nued ..
approach to science which is taught from
Reception to Year Seven, examining Biological
Science, Earth and Space Science, Chemical
Science and Physical Science.
The DECD specialist grant has enabled us to this
year purchase a wide selection of teaching
resources and to engage in professional training
and development for our teachers and staff. We
have 2 teachers, Melina and Jalna who are
involved in the DECD project STEM 500 which
aims to intensively train teachers in this area.
Students are starting to engage with these
resources through weekly lessons dedicated to
the critical and creative thinking involved in this
collaboration of curriculum. Students explore and
create solutions to problems and are engaged in
creative thinking, developing problem solving
skills through invention and experimentation.
Students are enjoying the opportunity to create
their own electronic circuits or machines using
‘LittleBits’, or being involved in a variety of coding
activities with robots such as Sphero, Mbot,
Osmo, Dash and Dot, Lego Wedo or designing
with Strawbees. As students and teachers learn
to use this creative technology the educational
possibilities are endless, exciting and engaging.
Whole School Musical Update
Preparations are well underway for our Bi-Annual
school production. Under the direction of Kat,
students with speaking parts are rehearsing
weekly and all classes are each learning a song.

A number of students are still cutting through the
Staff Car parks which is dangerous and
unacceptable.
Can I please stress to parents to take care of your
children when arriving and departing the school
as it is very busy time on the road and they need
your assistance and good role modeling.
Book Week Dress Up Parade
Friday 25 August at 8.45am in the Hall –

Parents are welcome to stay for the ‘parade of
characters’
Students may come dressed as a book character
for the Book Week parade in the hall. Alternatively
use the theme “Escape to Everywhere” to create
their own unique costume.
Please leave all play weapons at home
eg - guns, swords, sling shots, light sabres,
shields. Helmets are to be removed after the
parade.
Children need to be appropriately dressed to
participate in the rest of their school day (be warm
enough, sit in class, climb and play safely) so
please pack your child’s school uniform in their
bag for them to change into if need be for their
comfort and participation in lessons like PE.

Instrumental Music Concert
There will be an Music Performance Evening to
be held in the school hall on Thursday 14th Sept
between 7-8pm. Come and celebrate the musical
talent of the students at Sturt Street Community
School in an evening of wonderful and varied
musical performances. Entry by donation.
Road Safety
The Friends of Sturt Street and I have held a
meeting with the Adelaide City Council and DPTI
to discuss a number of parental road safety
concerns. From this meeting, the council has now
installed new signs and line markings on O’Brien
Street to highlight the lower speed area and
remind drivers of the presence of school children.

Breakfast Fundraiser
Friends of Sturt Street in collaboration with Year
6/7 will be holding a breakfast fundraiser on
Friday 18th Aug 8.15am . Please come along and
have a chat, coffee and pancake.
Regards
Darrin Briggs– Principal
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GENERAL NEWS

CHILDREN’S CENTRE NEWS
Na+onal Quality Framework
We are very proud to have received the ﬁnal
document conﬁrming our Exceeding Ra ng in all
Quality Areas from our review:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Educa onal program and prac ce
Children’s health and safety
Physical environment
Staﬃng arrangements
Rela onships with children
Collabora ve partnerships with families and
communi es
Leadership and service management

This entailed an independent reviewer assessing us
against 18 elements, which have been iden ﬁed as a
benchmark for quality to improve outcomes for
children. Despite this fantas c result we will
con nue to work on our Quality Improvement Plan
(QIP).
Reconcilia+on Ac+on Group (RAG) would like to
acknowledge:
'Na onal Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Children’s Day (Children’s Day) is the largest na onal
day to celebrate our children. Children’s Day is
celebrated across Australia each year on 4 August.
Children’s Day is a me to for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander families to celebrate the strengths and
culture of their children. The day is an opportunity
for all Australians to show their support for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, as well
as learn about the crucial impact that culture, family
and community play in the life of every child.'
Preschool focus for term 3
This term we are focusing on the inquiry topic, ‘How
can we care for our world.’ We will be discussing the
topic with the children and will explore some of their
wonderings and ques ons. Please refer to the Floor
book and Possible Program Direc on for more
details as we progress through the term. To support
this project it would be great for families to further
support this topic by providing your child with a
reusable snack box; dona ng recyclable materials for
collage; and general discussions with your child
about how we can care for our world.
Kind regards
Ali Wells
Early Childhood Director

Na onal Science Week
SASTA 2017 - The Oliphant Science Awards Open Day
on Sunday 27th August, 2017
12pm-4pm
Fes val Func ons
292 Findon Road, Findon
Entry: Gold Coin dona on
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Ninja Warriors School Visit
On Wednesday 2nd August we went to the
hall where we met Ninja Warrior Luke and
Ninja Jeﬀ who were ﬁnalists and semi
ﬁnalists on the TV show Ninja Warriors.
Before doing a ninja course we ﬁrst asked
some ques ons and they answered them.
At the end they gave us some treats and
all of us a balloon that said ‘Ninja Warrior’
on it. They also gave our teachers six or
seven water bo7les to give to students
who behaved.
By Carla & Zara in Room 3

Arbury Park
Yr 4/5 Outdoor Camp
2017

Nicholas D—winner of the
Web of Life Challenge.

‘Dusty Feet Mob’
In recogni on of Interna onal Day of the
World’s Indigenous People, The Dusty Feet
Mob, an Aboriginal dance troupe from Port
Augusta, performed at our site on
Wednesday the 9th. The troupe is made up
of adults and children and they danced to
Special Land; Aunty Wendy, My Island
Home; Chris ne Anu , Bayini; Gurrumul &
Delta Goodrem and We are Australian;
Yabu Band. Children and staﬀ from across
the whole site a7ended and the highlight
was when everyone in the hall was invited
to learn and perform to We Are Australian
with the group. Many thanks to the
Reconcilia on Ac on Group who organised
the visit and we hope to be able to share
many more opportuni es to learn from the
Aboriginal custodians of our land.

