THURSDAY 29th
Kiwanis Assembly 9.10am in Hall

FRIDAY 30th
EARLY DISMISSAL 2.30pm

TERM 4

ELC ADVISORY MEETING
Monday, 17" Oct at 5pm
GOVERNING COUNCIL
Monday, 17 ™ Oct at 6.30pm

ACTIVE AFTER SCHOOL
Basketball
Tuesdays from 25.10 (Week 2)

BILLY TEA BUSH DANCE NIGHT
Friday, 4™ November
Time to be confirmed

PE WEEK
Monday 14.11 — Friday 18.11

SWIMMING WEEK
Monday 21.11 — Friday 25.11

ARTS PERFORMANCE
Thursday 1.12
Date & time to be confirmed

Telephone: 8231 3100
Fax: 8231 3188
Email:admin@sturtstcs.sa.edu.au

Web: www.sturtstcs.sa.edu.au

STURT STREET

Government
of South Australia

Dear Parents/Caregivers,

The culture of a school could be measured by the
way people work together to achieve a goal. A small
school is even more reliant on the energy and
generosity of its community. Saturday's Spring Fair
was an outstanding success thanks to all of our staff
who creatively worked with children to make
spectacular goodies to sell, staff who did so many
things quietly behind the scenes, parents who baked
or donated toys and books, businesses who supplied
vouchers or produce and the many helpers on stalls
who gave up their time to set up, give service and
clean up.

Students showed their enterprising natures when
they ran events such as the basketball and soccer
kick, a mystery trail and cupcake decorating. It was
great to see many old friends return for the day.
Congratulations to the Fundraising Committee — Margaret Bako, Janette De
Guzman, Emily Strickland and Colin Martin. We raised $6,500 but more
importantly everyone had an amazing day. Thank you!

Pupil Free Day

During the Pupil Free Day, Maths/Science Coordinators Claire and Ros led the
staff through developing units of work with the Australian Curriculum.

We also analyzed the Years 3, 5 and 7 2011 NAPLAN results. We noted that all
Year 3's achieved above the National Minimum Standards and the majority of
Year 5 & 7's. Progression rates between their ‘09 &'11 tests were very pleasing.
Other achievement data sets including the ESL Scales (English as a Second
Language), Running Records and School Entry Assessment were collated to
monitor individual progression while analysis of the TIMSS (Trends in Inter-
national Maths & Science Study) attitudinal survey provided information about
engagement and learning. Overall both teachers and students reported more
teaching of science and more hands on science activities.

Classes in 2012

It's hard to believe that Term 4 is around the corner. We are already conducting
panels for a permanent Preschool teacher and a Deputy Principal. Please let us
know if your child is moving to another school next year as we are finalizing
staffing. Enrolment numbers indicate we will start with 7 classes and anticipate
a new Reception class in Term 3. As we have two-teacher units there may be a
range of year levels across each unit. This not only allows for children to work in
literacy ability groups but allows for single sex grouping during lessons,
friendships to be maintained even if they have different home teachers, some
children to be separated or for enriched learning through cross-age tutoring ie.
students sharing their knowledge and skills with others.

During the class placement process teachers will take into account individual
learning needs, gender balance and children’s friendships. Please email or put
in writing any requests for your child’s placement next year. We will work with
you to achieve the best placement for your child however the final decision will
be made by the leadership team.

On a sad note, one of our former Sturt Street Primary teachers, Mr Ken Gutte
who was a highly regarded member of the South West community passed away
recently. Please read more overleaf about his support and contribution to our
school.

I wish all our families a very safe and happy holidays.

Regards

Pat Cardone

Valuing our children....Building their future



Farewell to Caitlin, Ashlyn, Yianna, Sotiri, Vaughan and Angus B. All of these children have
been with us in the ELC and the Pre-school and they will all be starting Receptlon at Sturt St ,
so it will be good to stay in touch with them.

This term’s Science focus has been a great
spark for children’s curiosity. They have been
asking lots of questions and also learning about
other children’s interests — for instance who to ask
if you have a question about a whale, or an insect
or a dinosaur.

This weeks Sciworld Science experience was a
great success. Children loved the hands on
experiences. Children also love the sign language
that they are learning and this will continue into
next term.

Next term we will be moving to a focus
promoting physical awareness — it will be
called ‘My body can..... My hands
can.... ‘“and will focus on both gross and
fine motor skill building. Throughout the
year we try to balance the Big Ideas in our
termly program so that children
experience their learning in a range of
ways — through social experiences, story,
maths and science problem solving and
creative expression.

Next Term, Lisa will be on leave for the first three weeks as she is getting married in October.
We wish her all the best for her special day. Suzanne Horsfall will be working in Preschool
during the three weeks of Lisa’s leave.

Thanks to Julieanne Farrer for organising Tyson from Bunnings to come to our centre to help
the children with gardening. Bunnings was very generous in providing seedlings for children to
plant in our garden bed and also in the planter boxes.
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Children are
enjoying looking
after the plants
by watering
them.
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Thanks also to Emily Strickland and Janette Schulz for all their
work in preparations for the very successful Spring Fair. It was
a great day with lots of families enjoying the activities on offer.

" .

Anne-Marie Shin - Early Years Director
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TERM 4 - HATS ON : &'

Children have been receiving reminders since the beginning of Z $
September about the wearing of hats as the UV rating is now '
rated as continuously over 3. All students are required to wear
a broad brimmed or bucket hat for all outside activities and play
in Term 4. .
Children without a hat will stay in a shaded area at playtime. Z (.
Please name your child’s hat. :
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Exciting things have been happening within the classrooms of Sturt Street over the past few
weeks.

In the last couple of weeks Room 4 & 5 have looked at toys from the present and past, including

, : Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander toys. In Room
5's research based learning lessons with Andrea
the students have been locating and collecting their
own information to report on a toy of their choice.
Students have used a variety of resources
including toy pamphlets (junk mail), the internet,
non-fiction texts, and DVD media. Students
constructed their own definition of what a toy is.
They agreed that a toy is....

Traditional Aboriginal Fun -4-all game

Classes have explored the Australian Aboriginal Cultures Gallery to look at traditional games
and toys. The students were interested in the string games and many students were surprised
that this style of game is similar to ones that they play with their friends at home.

As part of Aboriginal Cultural Studies Room 7 made their own totem poles.

As a whole class they came up with some things that were collectively important to them and
have created designs to represent family, peace and nature. These are now on display around
the school.

Room 8 have been cross-stitching their own craft works to sell at the Spring Fair. The students
were lucky enough to visit the Nuido World Exhibition of Japanese Embroidery. As part of the
Oz Asia celebration they participated in a hands-on active workshop afterwards.

All classes have participated in a soccer clinic, with instructor, Cristiano developing the students
ball skills in dribbling, kicking and stopping. This promotes coordination skill development.

This month the school hosted a
Mathematics Professional Development
Day for many teachers from schools all
around Adelaide who visited to learn
about effective teaching strategies of
Mathematics.

This was facilitated by Michael Ymer, an
experienced mathematics consultant who
has been involved in numerous Victorian
state initiatives in maths.

He demonstrated a practical session with
the children of Room 5. The focus was on
how to plan for explicit teaching.

The children investigated division and
place value.

It was a valuable experience and the
children were eager to participate. ]
We were very proud of the way the students
concentrated and participated with over 50
unfamiliar teachers observing them.

Michael Ymer with Room 5 students
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